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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST
Write in dark blue or black pen.

Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.

Section A

Answer all parts of Question 1.

Section B

Answer one question. 
At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.

The number of marks is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part question.
___________________________________________________________________________________

This document consists of 6 printed pages.
Section A (Source-Based Case Study)

Question 1 is compulsory for all candidates.
Study the Background Information and the sources carefully, and then answer all the questions.

You may use any of the sources to help you answer the questions, in addition to those sources which you are told to use. In answering the questions, you should use your knowledge of the topic to help you interpret and evaluate the sources.
	1 
	(a)
	Study Source A.



	
	
	What is the government’s view on having foreign workers in Singapore? Explain your answer.
	(6(


	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	Study Source B and Source C.

How are Sources B and C different? Explain your answer.
	[6]

	
	
	
	

	
	(c)
	Study Source D.

How useful is Source D in showing that all foreign workers are criminals? 

Explain your answer.
	[7]

	
	
	
	

	
	(d)
	Study Source E.

Do you think the author of Source E was a supporter or an opponent of foreign workers? Explain your answer. 
	(6(


Are Singaporeans  accepting blue-collar foreign workers?
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Read this carefully. It may help you to answer some of the questions.

The Ministry of National Development (MND) has decided to build a dormitory at Serangoon Gardens for foreign workers in the manufacturing and services sectors, such as construction. Despite the various easing measures being proposed, such as increasing the security measures and opening an access road for sole access to the dormitory, some residents in Serangoon Gardens were upset by the dormitory decision. The reasons stated were fear of crime, disturbance of the neighbourhood and social problems like littering. So, are Singaporeans genuinely accepting blue collar foreign workers? Study the following sources to find out.
Source A:  From a speech made by the Minister of National Development in Parliament with reference to the criteria for building dormitories for foreign workers.

Source B:
A comment made in a forum.

Source C:  A comment made in a forum.   

Source D:
An account by a resident of Serangoon Gardens.


Source E:   A comment made by a resident in an interview.

Section B (Structured-essay Questions)

Answer one question.

	2
	Governance in Singapore


	
	(a)
	To what extent did the three-child policy promote population growth in Singapore? Explain your answer.
	[12]

	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	How far is family support the main factor in preparing the society for an ageing population?  Explain your answer.
	[13]

	
	
	
	

	3
	Managing Healthcare

	

	
	(a)
	To what extent did keeping healthcare affordable help the government manage the health needs of Singapore citizens? Explain your answer.  
	[12]

	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	How far is providing quality service the main factor in helping the British government manage the National Health Service? Explain your answer.
	[13]

	
	
	
	

	4
	Conflict in Multi-Ethnic Societies


	

	
	(a)
	To what extent did divided loyalties cause conflict between the Protestants and Catholics in Northern Ireland? Explain your answer. 
	[12]

	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	How far is the armed fighting the main consequence of the Tamil-Sinhalese conflict in Sri Lanka? Explain your answer.
	[13]


End of paper.
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I had a bad experience with foreign workers before. It was three years ago when I was walking home at midnight, when someone assalted me and ran before I could do anything. I couldn’t see his face clearly and from the way he asked me to keep my mouth shut and his dressing, I can tell that he is a foreign worker. The police stated they will increase patrols in the area but how frequent can it be when there are so many dark areas where people can commit crimes? How to make it safe for women to go home alone? I am staying with my grandparents who are elderly and I don’t expect them to protect me. Anyway, I hope the government will reconsider the decision to house the workers in Serangoon Gardens. Failing which, I may have to move out because this incident still gives me fears and nightmares.




















The strong economic rebound resulted in increase in demand for manpower. Therefore, more foreign workers had to be allowed in. If not, business costs and living costs would increase sharply. These foreign workers were needed to fuel our economic recovery and maintain competitiveness in sectors like property, and manufacturing. To address such needs, we will facilitate on-site housing for construction workers, convert industrial premises into dormitories and allow residential premises’ rental. However, there is a current foreign worker housing shortage. Thus, as a temporary measure, we will convert vacant state properties into temporary dormitories like the Serangoon Technical School site. All temporary and permanent dormitory operators are required to provide amenities within their premises to reduce the need for workers to access facilities outside. They also need to implement access control, visitor registration and perimeter fences. These measures serve to curb unauthorised access into the dormitories and deter illegal activities.




















I am not despising the foreign workers but they are often causing discomfort and social problems in our daily lives. I do not deny that some are nice people but there are really bad ones. In my neighbourhood, there is some construction going on. The Indians or Pakistanis will play cricket in the open field. I am fine with that. But they also often have a little picnic and leave leftover food on the field which later causes flies, rats and wild dogs into our neighbourhood.























Why must we lose money for such people who come to our country and make a mess at the places they stay? After making their mess, they would hide behind the protective shield of sympathetic Singaporeans who find that whatever negative comments said about them as “discriminating”. It’s obvious why they are discriminated. They have tarnished the image of my neighbourhood and every neighbourhood they have lived in. They build houses, roads and yes, they are our nation’s “builders”. But we paid them. It is not as though they work for us for free. Only retards will come in and say “Hey, you know, they build our roads and whatever you know.” Not happy, don’t work. There are tonnes of people waiting to replace you. Want to work here, better obey the law. Remember, in our country in the globe, it is always locals first, foreigners second. Think about ourselves first.

















We have to remember that we are living in a multi-ethnic society where there are different people and different cultures. When we can get along in this multi-ethnic society, why can’t we get along with foreign workers? Are they so much of an alien that we cannot totally get along together? This recent issue of the dormitory being built in Serangoon Gardens saddens me. It seems very unfair that Singaporeans want the roads that the foreign workers built, we want the buildings and facilities that they have built, but we do not want them to live near us. Many foreign workers are in Singapore, separated from their families and friends. You may never know how respected they are in their homeland.
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